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ñConsidering that our county is the natural wonderland it is, we canôt be doing too bad a job of it!ò               

Douglas E Carlson 

An Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan and Ordinance was adopted within 

the County.  Forest County is unique in that the Conservation District & Plan-

ning Office has accepted the responsibility of enforcing and managing the or-

dinance, rather than the municipalities having this responsibility. This Ordi-

nance was revised in 2014, and an amended Ordinance was adopted in 2015.  

All 9 Townships have signed a MOU with the Conservation District & Plan-

ning Department to administer the Ordinance.  This MOU is signed on a year-

ly basis.  The Townships have the option to adopt and administer their own 

ordinance at any time. 

 

  

 

FOREST COUNTY ACT 167 STORMWATER ORDINANCE 

The Forest County Conser-

vation District & Planning Depart-

ment is unique in the Commonwealth 

because Forest County has combined 

both Conservation and planning du-

ties under one office.  With a very 

small staff, of just two persons, a 

resource technician and an executive 

director, we perform the duties and 

responsibilities assigned us.  Our 

District Board is extremely vital and 

dynamic, representing a cross section 

of citizens within Forest County.  

Our Chairman, Robert Summers is a 

Howe Township Supervisor, the Vice

-Chairman, Jeffrey Arnold, is a local 

surveyor.  Also on the Board are 

Robert Wagner, a Township Supervi-

sor, and farmer; Todd Huth, a forest-

er; Basil Huffman, Forest County 

Commissioner; Elton Kline, and 

Leonard Hetrick. 

As a Level One Conservation 

District, our duties do not in-

clude onsite inspections of       

E & S activities; however, our 

District does administer the 

Dirt & Gravel Road program as 

well as perform educational 

programs for both students and 

adults.  The cross-over of inter-

ests between Planning and 

Conservation is our true 

strength.  Being a small county 

that comprises of half govern-

ment owned and half private 

owned property, our challenges 

in regards to conservation and 

planning are akin to a balanc-

ing act.  In fact over the past 

two decades, the two functions 

in Forest County have always 

remained connected.  With a 

single manager/administrator 

over both functions, the citi-

zens of Forest County receive 

service that is really a two-for-

one kind of deal. 
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MUNICIPALITY NUMBER OF Stormwater 

APPLICATIONS 

Barnett Township 29 

Green Township 17 

Harmony Township 19 

Hickory Township 27 

Howe Township 13 

Jenks Township 57 

Kingsley Township 28 

Tionesta Borough 5 

Tionesta Township 23 



FOREST COUNTY DIRT & GRAVEL PROGRAM 

With the additional funding we get for Dirt & Gravel Road, we completed 

eight projects this year with five different townships: 

 

Tionesta Township ï  Completed Phase 2 of Pigeon Hill Rd 

Howe Township ï  Completed Phase 1 of Job Corp Rd 

Kingsley Township ï  Completed Phase 3, the final phase, of Creek Road 

   (Low Volume) 

   Completed Phase 2 of Jug Handle Road and applied 

   for Phase 3 

Jenks Township ï  Completed Greely Farm Rd 

   Completed two phases of Lamonaville Rd 

Barnett Township - Completed Blueridge Rd  

FOREST COUNTY 

SALDO 

The District also provides administra-

tion of the Forest County Subdivision 

and Land Development Ordinance.  

In 2017, 13 subdivisions were pro-

cessed through the office.  In addi-

tion, many telephone inquiries were 

responded to over the course of the 

year.  The District also administers 

the Forest County Comprehensive 

Land Use Plan.  Although the Plan 

does not have policing powers that 

need attended to, the Plan does pro-

vide guidance to decision makers in 

the County.  

 

Barnett Township ðBlueridge Rd 
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Municipality # of Subd. 

Barnett 1 

Green 3 

Harmony 1 

Hickory 2 

Howe 3 

Jenks 0 

Kingsley 2 

Tionesta 0 

Tionesta  1 

NEW OFFICE LOCATION 

The Forest County Conservation District & Planning Department moved to a 

new location in March of 2017.  The Office is now located at the Forest County 

Courthouse, in the same location as the Assessment and Tax Claim Offices. 



RUSSELL M SMITH 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Another annual 

project of the District is the 

RUSSELL M SMITH 

SCHOLARSHIP.  The 

Board was proud to present 

to two Forest County stu-

dents the Annual Scholar-

ship.  Kristina Wagner and 

Andrew Schwab were 

awarded the Scholarship for 

the first time. This scholar-

ship is given to students 

pursuing careers relating to 

the science of forestry and 

related natural science 

fields.    The Board was 

very pleased to give these 

students help towards their 

education.   

ADOPT-A-LAKE 2017 

The District has participated 

in several annual projects over the 

past several years.  One of those pro-

jects is the Adopt-A-Lake Project 

which involves building and in-

stalling porcupine cribs that were 

then placed into Tionesta Lake.  The 

intent of the project is to enhance 

habitat for minnows and small fish.  

This was a cooperative project with 

the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 

(Tionesta Dam), the Forest County 

Conservation District & Planning 

Department Board, local volunteers, 

and local citizen volunteer & organ-

izer Bernie Pular.   

This project was truly one 

of the community projects that illus-

trate how working together can get 

things accomplished.  This year we 

had the help of Cub Scout Pack 82 

and the Boy Scout Troop from Mari-

enville.  It is estimated that over 200 

structures have been placed in the 

Tionesta Lake over the past decade.  

Fishing reports more bait fish and 

bigger game fish.  The porcupine crib 

provides shelter to small fish as well 

as a platform for micro-organisms to 

grow on.  The cribs also provide sites 

for fingering bass to stage around.  

However, once again, the weather 

did not cooperate this year and the 

habitats had to be placed in the lake 

at a later date due to flooding. 
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The Forest County Conservation District & Planning Depart-

ment is also very active in the planning and administration for Forest 

Countyôs Youth Field Day.  This is an annual event that occurs the first 

Saturday in August in Buzzards Swamp located in Marienville.  

Through Youth Field Day, children are exposed to firearms and firearm 

safety with a chance to actually shoot a .22, shotgun, muzzle loader and 

air rifles.  Children learn about fishing, tying flies, archery, canoeing, 

and are able to fish with equipment provided.  The day is spent out in 

the open air traveling to the many stations provided for the event.  

FOREST COUNTY YOUTH FIELD DAY 
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2017 TRI-COUNTY ENVIROTHON 

CLARION-FOREST-JEFFERSON 

The Tri-County Envirothon was held on Tuesday, May 2, 2017.  This annual event was held at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds 

in Brookville and sponsored by the Clarion County Conservation District (CCCD), Forest County Conservation District (FCCD) 

and Jefferson County Conservation District (JCCD). 

 

Presenters at this yearôs event were: 

 

 Forestry Station ï Dave Cole ï DCNR - Bureau of Forestry 

Aquatics Station ï Grace Pesselato, JCCD 

 Wildlife Station ï Roger Hartless, Jesse Bish and Jonathan Smith - PA Game Commission 

Soils Station ï Suzanne Klinger, NRCS, and Megan Whitlatch, JCCD 

 Agriculture Soil and Water Conservation Stewardship ï Trudy Alexander, CCCD 

 

Melissa Buck, JCCD, plans this event each year for students in grade 9 ï 12.  Shaun Wessell, JCCD, and Donna Zofcin, FCCD, 

also assisted at the event. 

 

Students use study materials provided to them by the Pennsylvania Envirothon to prepare for the event.  Study information is 

located on the envirothonpa.org website.  For the second year, the students were also able to use the ñPA Envirothonò App.  Stu-

dents could download the app to their smart phones and tablets.  This enabled them to study for the Envirothon on the go! 

  

The day of the event, tests were completed and scored at each of the 5 stations listed above.  At the Forestry station, they identi-

fied and measured different kinds of trees and shrubs and answered various questions relating to our forests.  The soils station 

required the students to use a soil profile and identify different types of soil.  The students were quizzed in the Aquatics station on 

their knowledge of fish and aquatic life.  The Wildlife Station tested the students on identifying wildlife and bird calls.  The fifth 

station is a special station that changes each year.  Agriculture Soil & Water Conservation Stewardship was the special station for 

this yearôs Envirothon.  This station tested a studentôs knowledge of how agricultural and urban areas, including sewage treatment 

systems and even air pollution can contaminate Pennsylvaniaôs streams. 

 

West Forest - Team A was second place with a score of 365.  They received Silver medallions.  Team members include: Bry-

ant Niederriter, Chris Pedersen, Steve Barnett, Kristina Wagner and Andrew Schwab.  

 

West Forest ï Team A also was the top scoring team in Forestry. 

 

West Forest Team A will represent Forest County at the State Envirothon on May 23 and 24th at University of Pittsburgh John-

stown. 

 

It is the goal of the Conservation District to keep the Envirothon active in Forest County and send a team to the State 

event every year. 


